GE 
7 


e 


BLACK - FRIARS, 


—— 


# & 2. . 


SERMON 


Preach'd at 


. On the 
F ifth of November, I 71 12. 


+." i 3 
| _ By $. WR 10H; i 


| 5 F 
— — — 


Enemies When the victim was juſt Fo to be 
ſlain, then it was our 


William) came and ſtop'd the Hand. 


and 


Ruin and Deſtruttion. 

We muſt needs, therefore, own there is a great Weight 

of Gratitude lies upon us for this ſo great and al. 
moſt miraculous Deliverance. 


State Tratts, Vol. I. P. 667. 
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vaſt Expence, and great Hazard of Life, reſcued. N 
us out of the very Jams of, 8 ine vit U a 
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wy forgat bis Warks, and his Wonders that he 
Ly had ſhewed them. 


H E. Deſign of Aſaph in penning this Pſalm 
is very ſuitable to the Defign of our ob- 
ſerving this Day ; namely, to keep up 

of” the grateful Remembrance of former 

Noris and Wonders, which God had wrought for 

His People. And it is no leſs our Duty than it 

was the Jews, to ſee to a faithful and pious Convey- 

ànce of ſuch things to Poſterity. The Pfalmiſt tells 
us, that this was-enjoin'd by a particular and expreſs 

Command, v. 5. That one Generation was till to 
tell the Works of God to another, and to look upon 

| as a part of their Religion to do ſo, Det. iv. 9. 

By this means ſuch as were unborn ſhould be in- 

Pructed to maintain the Hope and Piery of their An- 

eeſtors, when they hear of the wonderful Goodneſs of 

"Sod in the Days of old, v. ). And it will teach em 
h avoid the Iniquities of their Fathers, when they are 

Sold of the wonderful Fudgments of God upon former 

Dffenders, v. 8. 

There is one thing eſpecially to be obſervd * 

FVonſider'd, that when Matters have been moſt encou- we 

| Taging, and the Probability of Succeſs has appear'd 

he greateſt in any Undertaking ; yet upon Mens De- 
4 parture from God they have been abandon'd and 1 
Ferthrown. - So the Children of Ephraim bein oy 
nud carrying Bows, that is, every way provide An 
an Enemy, and likely to gain the Victory, for all 

1 3 Wat turned back in the Day of Battel. And ſo many 
i I pndoubted Proofs are hes re of a ſuperintending Pro- 
Fidence in all human Affairs, that it muſt be owing to 


_ Fery great Folly or Wickedneſs, for any to diſregard 
i r diſown the particular Concern and Inter poſition — 
w_ A 2 the 
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4 Of Forgetting the wonderful Works of God. 


the Deity in any ſignal and unexpected Occurrences. i 


ment, in Egypt and in the Wilderneſs, as will be ret! 


to the very Borders of Canaan, and were ready n 


” —— — 


1 


This turning back in'the Pay of Battel, uh ich the b 
Verſe refers to, you read of in the 1ſt of Deuteronomy, 
when the Iſraolites fled before the Amorites. In which 
Paſſage of the antient Hiſtory, the Children of Ephraim © 
are very juſtly reproach'd, for truſting in their Ar- 
mour, their Art, or their Valour, more than the Co- 
venant and Promiſe of God. They durſt not venture, 4 3 
when God commanded them, to go up and poſſeſs 1 
the Land; but ſtood raiſing Objections, and murmur. | 7 
ing at the View of apparent Difficulties ; Whereas, - * 
after he was provok d and diſpleas'd with them, they 
went, in a miſtaken Confidence that their Arms or 
their Bows ſhould ſave them; and hence it was that 
they ſhamefully fled. before their Enemies. They did 
not conſider, either, thoſe ſolemn Tranſactions on 
[Their part, or thoſe miraculous Appearances on God's 
part, by which they ſtood oblig'd to truſt and obey him 
They kept not the Covenant of God, and refuſed to walkin 
his Law : And then alſo they for gat his Works, and hi 0 
"Wonders that he had ſhewed them. '\ = 
Nov, conſidering their ſuffering in ſuch a manne 
for their Ingratitude and Infidelity, itſhould ſure) or 
be a Warning to others not to follow their Example. 4 
They had been ſaved by a Train of Wonders; they hi 
Den ſuch Things both in a way of Mercy, and Judg * 


with Aſtoniſhment by all Ages. They were brough: | 


enter upon the Reward of all their Labours and Try 
als, when this unbelieving, ungrateful, rebellios li 
0 periſh in the Deſert. moot wot bas worry 4 
Fram hence therefore I ſhall take occaſion to infii r. 
'opthe following things. 
. What are thoſe Works and Wonders of Co, 
- byus, : K A ts II. Whit: 


I * 
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ces. $ II. What is implied in the Charge of forgetting 
oth theſe. 
mY, II. The Evil and the Danger of fo doing. 

nch IV. The Application. 


Aim be 9 


Ar-. 


> I. What are thoſe Works and Wonders of God, 
Co that require our Obſervationand Remembrance. 
ure, They are not Wonders of Nature or Creation, 
fe chat our Text ſpeaks of; but of Providence and Go- 
mur. vernment. And fince it is our Duty to obſerve what- 


+ ever happens to us in our private or common Affairs, 
they «0 | 

ns ot "ſhould we take notice of thoſe things that concern the 
that publick Welfare of States and Kingdoms. But ſome 


y dil things there are of this kind, which call for a more 


as 01 than ordinary Attention; and which, by general 


Gods 


1 
U 


Conſent and Admiration, are look'd upon as the 
him Works of God. 
alk : 2 1. There are ſome things which in Themſelves ap- 


piuoꝛlely alcrib'd to God. Sometimes we read, and hear 
anne of a miraculous exerting of Almighty Power; not 
ſure) only Above, but Contrary to, both the Courſe of 


ey hat World is ſurprized by ſtrange, and, as to any viſible 


impl. Nature, and the Contrivances of Reaſon. A 


Jud. Cauſe, unaccountable Events. Such were the W.. . 
e red ders our Text refers to; Marvellous things which qod 


rouęt did in the Land of Egypt, in the Field of Zoan. 


ady to Theſe miraculous Productions are ſometimes Judi- 


d Ty Rcial ; when God convinces the World by ſome pub- 
ighly pro- 


zellios lic and amazing Judgments, that he is 
Kagan vok'd and offended. This is call'd a doing his Work, 

huis ſtrange Work, Iſa. xxviii.21. Thus in a very ter- 
rible and extraordinary manner did he ſend forth his 
Plagues among the Egyptians; and by ſome ſuch Se- 


+7 verities did he alſo puniſh the Murmurings and Re- 


f Go bellions of his own People. 
rgott" At other times Infinite Goodneſs diſplays it ſelf in 
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being under the Direction of God; much more 


ar ſo Great and Eminent, as to be immediately and 
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| the Slavery and Miſeries of Egypt, the Tryals of the 5c 
| Wilderneſs, and the Wars with the Canaanites, at laſt 
1 they obtained Reſt and Peace. 7 
13 2. The Works of God are ſometimes moſt obſer-. 
if Fable in the Way and Met hod of bringing things to paſs. 

b Hence it is that Occurrences leſs eminent in them- 


{elves may yet become famous and remarkable — 
manner of their being effected and brought about. + 
Ihe Seaſonableneſs and the Suddenneſs of ſome E- 4 
5 vents has ſometimes render'd them extreamly affect. 
| Ing, as well as the Greatneſs of them, The Higheſt 
| Powers on Earth, and the Wiſeſt Counſels, have thus ai 
| been baffled and diſappointed before they have been 


. aware; and thoſe Plots which have been moſt pro- 
ö bably contriy'd, and moſt artfully conceal'd, have 
yet been ſuddenly diſclos'd, and prevented even 


/ When ripe, and juſt brought to a Conſummation. On & 
11 = other hand, the moſt unpromiſing, unlikely In- 
> ©-ttruments and Attempts have gone on with a Succeſs 

ö that has drawn the Eyes of all around 'em; and all a 
have acknowledg'd that God is with them. Such +» 
Ways of effecting things ought to be reckon'd among Hr 
the Wonders of Providence, as well as the Things lf 
themſelves. But I muſt add, under this Head, that, Av 
where God is pleas'd ſo to range and diſpoſe ſecond tet 
Cauſes, as to work by them in a viſible manner, yet 
the Honour of every notable Occurrence is to be 
aſcribed to him as the principal and chief Agent. , tai 
In a Battel, the private Soldiers may gain the Vitto- | 
ry, by doing their Duty in their ſeveral * 1 
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ve. ur the Honour of ſuch Victory is aſcrib'd to the Ges | 


V0 Feral. who marks out and appoints thoſe Stations for 
ing em, in which their Advantage lies, and to which the 
ive Succeſe is owing: Thus the all-wife God, in the 
ent. Government of the World, does aſſign to Perſons and 
lef- Things thoſe reſpettive Stations, in which, by ex- 
rful Frring the Powers and Abilities he has given them, 
all they may become the immediate and viſible Cauſes 
the very great and remarkable Events. There is not 
laſt spent in Nature, or a Wheel in Providence, that 

Moves without a Divine Impulſe and Direction. The 
er-. Brutes and inferior Creatures have all their ſecret In- 
paſi. ſtructions, which we call Inſtincts, from this ſupreme 
em- Pirector; by which they ſerve his Purpoſes, and ful 
the $11 his Pleaſure. All the Schemes and Projects of the 
ut. fational intelligent Part of the Creation are alſo hs 
e E- ger his Direction; who manages the Hearts of Men, 
fed - even the wiſeſt and greateſt, and can wind the whole 
zheſt Current of their Thoughts, like a Stream of Waters, 

thus ghis way or that, as he pleaſes, Prov. xxi. 1. 
been From whence it follows, that what-ever is brought 
pro- bout that is notable and excellent, by the natural 
have @ourſe of Things, or by the Counſels and Manage- 
even ments of Men, is to be look'd upon as the Work oh 

On "God. He firſt gave ſuch Powers and Faculties to his \ 

y In- Preatures; He puts each of them into the ſeveraft , * _ 

ccels Places and Stations in which they act; and He conti- | 

d all tually fteers and over-rules their Motions. But, 
Such 3. Thoſe Things which are attended with very 

mong wo and Excellent Conſequences, are, on that Account 

hings Flſo, in a peculiar manner to be reckon'd among the 

that, Works of God. Whatever does eminently and di- 

cond Fettly promote the Honour of the Deity and the Inte- 

„yet Feſt of Religion in the World: And when this, thre? 

to be great many Difficulties is eftabliſh'd and main- 

gent. „ Fain'd; fo as that One great Event ſhall be ſupported 

[ito- py Another, and that ſtil! follow'd by a Greater, till 

_ als brought to a happy Conſummation; ſuch things 
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8 Of Firgetting the wonderful Works of God. 7 


il as theſe, in a moſt aff ecting Manner declare and mag. 
nify their Author. Such a wonderful Work of God 
was the Redemption of Iſrael from Egyptian Slavery, *# 
a brief Account of which is drawn up in this Pſalm. 4 
| This Deliverance was wrought in order to the gi. 

l ving thoſe good Laws, Statutes, and Judgments, 
| whereby the Jems were to become a peculiar People: 
| And the ſettling ſuch a Religion amongſt them az + 
\ ſhould highly conduce to the Honouring of the true 
| God in the World: And to the diſgracing all thoſe ' x 
| Idols and falſe Gods whom the Nations of the Earth %$; 
| worſhipp'd. All which was happily effected in ſuch + 

fl a manner as to render the Name of the God of 1/ra! = 
| glorious in all the Earth, Exod. ix. 14. A temporal 
i Salvation, which tended fo directly to promote ſuch 
a Worſhip and Religion, all Men were forc'd to aſ- 


. cribe to the Lord Jehovah as the Great Efficient. 
Eſpecially when it was afterwards obſery'd to 
be a Work that was carried on, in ſpite of all 

' Oppoſition ; and that by a Succeſſion of Won. 
þ ders it was from time to time Greaten'd and Ad- 
| vanc'd, the Evidence became very ſtrong in Proof 
of this, that it muſt be of God and not of Man 
For what is of Man may fall to the Ground; and af. 

ter many fair and promiſing Steps, may be ſhamefully 

s, Þi6wn upon, and brought to nothing; but what is of f 

God he will maintain againſt all the moſt ſpiteful and 

furious Attempts of Earth and Hell. Pharaoh with 

All his Boaſts ſhall not only begin to fall, but be utter- 1 

ly overthrown, when God undertakes to reſcue his 

People. And he will not only bring them out of 

Captivity, but he will carry them to a Land of Plen- | 

ty, and drive out the Nations before them, and put 

em in Poſſeſſion, and when he has done ſo ſtill fave 

and defend them, and make them increaſe and pro- 

ſper. Thus are we led in this Pſalm from the firſt | 

Beginning of the Fews Salvation by Moſes to their the: 

being happily rul'd and govern'd by David, jon Bic 
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05 God had choſen and rais'd up for that very Pur- 
| pole. . 
ery; FA Work which is the Foundation of ſo much af- 
am. ker Happineſs; and which, in its Conſequences, is 
I El-  KRarried ſo far, and grows to ſuch a Height ; beyond 
zents, All Queſtion is the Doing of him who is wonderful in 
ple: Wor el, and excellent in Working. Such Works as 
m as #heſe ſhould be mark'd out in the public Records of 
true all Nations, for a ſolemn and perpetual Remem- 
thoſe * $rance. oy 
Barth Þ II. 1 am next to ſhow what is implied in the 
uch Charge of Forgetting theſe. They forgot his 
ral W Works and his Wonders. C 
poral . 1. This implies Thoughtleſsneſs and Inadvertency; 
ſuch hen Perſons attend not to the Wonders of Provi- 
0 al- Qence, nor ever ſeriouſly review what God has done 
k. for them. There is a ſtrange Unattentiveneſs in 
"d to ome People, that renders them wholly void of Con- 
of all Een, even in things of the greateſt Importance. 
Won. he moſt affecting Occurrences ſeen, or heard of, no 
d Ad- ore impreſs and move them than ſome common and 
Proof Krifling Matter: A little noiſy Mirth and Jollity, or 
Man. few ſenſual Amuſements and Gratifications, engroſs 
ad al- 2 chief of ſuch Perſons Time and Thoughts. 
efully Varp and the Viol, the Tabret and Wine are in their 
t 1800 Beaſts ; but they regard not the Work of the Lord, nei. 
ul and ther conſider the Operation of his Hands, Ia. v. 12. 
with Others there are who content themſelves with ſome 
utter- faſty and light Regard to things juſt for the preſent, 
ue 15 Whilſt they are the Subject of common Converſation, 
out of Yhd freſh in every ones Memory; but ftill there is 
len. Wanting that Cloſeneſs and Application of Thought 
nd put Fhich is neceſſary to the right Underſtanding, and 
Ute Pthe grateful retaining a Senſe of God's wonderful 
1 pro. Works. It is not enough to remember that at this 
e firit ix the other Seaſon we were deliver'd from Calami- 
their 2 es, or favour'd with ſome ſignal and extraordinary 
whom! Meſfings; but we ſhould meditate on our particular 
Go! : B Circum- 
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Circumſtances at that Time; how Near we were to 
Deſtruction, and how exceedingly our Diſtreſſes oo 
our Fears prevail'd ; how unexpected the Manner of 
il our Deliverance was, and how ſeaſonable the Time 
i of it; how great in it ſelf, and how much greater in 
its Conſequences : if theſe enhancing Circumſtances 
are not ſeriouſly conſider d and weigh'd in our Minds 
- we may very properly be ſaid to forget the Won- 
4 ders of God. 2 | 
1 | 2. Forgetting the Works of God may ſignify a 2 
not duly acknowledging the Providence and Perfections of | 
God as Aver 1 in them. The Profane and Athe. 
i iſtical Part of Mankind, whilſt they eſteem it a ne. 
ceſſary Part of Learning, and an Accompliſhment, 
to get acquainted with the moſt conſiderable Tran- 
fattions and Events in the World; yet denying or 
diſregarding the ſeveral Perfections and Excellencies W 
of the Deity, which are diſplay'd in theſe ; they are 
juſtly chargeable with the Sin of thoſe in our Text. 
Men may Think, and Write, and Speak of the moſt 
wonderful Things that have been in every Age and 
Nation, whilſt yet they never once call to mind the 
Concern of Almighty God in what is done, nor a. 


2 


7 cribe any of that Glory to him which is due upon ſuch 


r 
Where ſecond Cauſes have been employ'd to et- 
fect any thing great and excellent, they are highly 
applauded ; and where things have come to pals 
contrary to the Influence and Tendency of theſe, or 
without any viſible Agent, ſuch Productions have 
been repreſented as fortuitous ; whilſt He who alone 
does great Wonders is neglected and forgotten, 
Thus it was that the Iſraclites were {aid to forget the 
Wonders of Egypt, and their Deliverance from thence # 
when they worthipp'd the molten Image, and offerd N 
their Sacrifices and their Thankſgivings before it. l 
They did not forget the Salvation it ſelf, for they N 
Tad, Theſe be thy Gods, O Iſrael, which have me 3 
e | tte 
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eto "hee up out of the Land of Egypt, Exod. xxxii. 8. but 

s or they forgot the Author of that Salvation: Therefore 
rof the Pſalmiſt ſays in the CVI Pſalm, They forgot God 
1me _ #heir Saviour, which had done great Thinos in Egypt, 
rin wondrous Works in the Land of Ham, and terrible Things 
nces 2 the Red Sea. They remembred not that Wiſdom, 
ind Faithfulneſs, Power, Juſtice and Goodneſs of the in- 
Von- Viſible Jehovah, which appear'd fo illuſtriouſly in all 

| that was done on their behalf. 3 
fy a 3. Forgetting the Wonders of God may ſignify a 

ns of Vor anſwering the Obligations that hereby Men are laid 
\the- inder. Tho” the Facts themſelves are remembred, 
ane- and the Great God own'd as the Author of them, yet 
nent, I there be not a Returning unto the Lord according to 
Fran bs Benefits, the Caſe of Hezekiah does ſufficiently ex- 
ng ot Poſe ſuch Ingratitude. And yet how commonly do 
2ncies We find thoſe grateful Reſentments which filPd the 

y are Minds of Men, and thoſe grateful Expreſſions which 
Text, Were in their Mouths juſt at the Receipt of Mercies, 

2 moſt e quite loſt and diſregarded in a very little Time. 

ze and Men forget the Vows and Reſolutions which were 

1d the made in Diſtreſs ; and ſeldom, very ſeldom, act up 
nor a. to that Temper of Mind which an unexpected and 

n ſuch happy Deliverance might either find or work in them.“ 

Hence it is that neither the firſt Author nor viſible \ 

to ef. Inftruments of their Salvation are Honour'd and Re- 
highly ſpected as they ought to be, Judges viii. alt. The 
o pals Sus which hereby Men were oblig'd to forſake are ſtill 
eſe, o Ftaw'd or return'd to: And the Duties which they 

is have food oblig'd to perform are ſtill neglected; or if ta- 

> alone Ken up for the preſent, in a while laid by again. 
gotten, Where-ever it is thus, that great Wonders are 
get the Wrought, and no ſuitable Returns of Truſt, Homage 
thence dd Obedience are made to God; nor any uſeful Im- 
offerd Movements for the Good of our ſelves and others are 
fore it. Made of ſuch Occurrences in the World, they are 


or they Iſtly faid to be forgot by us, 
brought _ 
tht ® 
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nl. I mal briefly ſhew the Evil and Danger of ſuch | 
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a Forgetting the Works of God. And theſe I hall 2 


ſpeak to diſtinctly. 


. 


I. It is an evil and wicked thing to forget the Von.. 
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ders which God hath ſhewed us. The very Light alli 
and Dictates of common Reaſon teach Men to return ag 
Good for Good; fo that to be defective in any thank. f. 


ful Acknowledgments towards a Fellow-Creature 
that is a Benefactor to us, is accounted unnatural: 
How much more abominable muſt it be thus to carry 
it toward God! A moſt cutting Reproach was that 
of Moſes to the Iſraelites, Do ye thus requite the Lord, 
O fooliſh People and unwiſe ? Is not he thy Father that 
hath bought thee ? Hath he not made thee and eſtabliſh 
thee ? Deut. xxxii. 6. As | 
It is not that God ſtands in need of our Praiſes, or | 
that our Righteouſneſs can extend to him ſo as to aug- 
ment his Glory and Felicity. He is unfpeakably and 
eternally bleſſed in himſelf. His Creating, Suſtain- 
ing and Governing all things, is not to increaſe, but 
to communicate, his Bleſſedneſs. However, that 
will not diſcharge our Debt. If Iowe a few Pence to 


one who is worth many thouſand Pounds, tho? be 


Fn in no need of it, yet common Juſtice will ob- 
Has innumerable intelligent and perfect Spirits in 


the Regions above us, that do continually rejoice in 


the Diſplay of his Perfections; reciting his Works, 
and ſhewing forth all his Praiſe : But this Confiders- 


tion is alſo far from excuſing our Ingratitude; ſince eg 


to us he has given like Capacities, and is continually 


affording very great Occaſions to ſpeak well of hi 4 | 


Name. On the contrary, it rather aggravates out 


Sin and Folly, that thoſe who are the kind Obſer- 
vers of our Mercies and Deliverances ſhould fing their # 


Hallelujahs, when we, who are the Parties more im- 


mediately concern'd in what is done, are heedleſs ant f 
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4 Sermon preachd on Nov. 5. 
; T The bet Returns we can poſſibly make, are fuch, ag 
aud to the Wonders of Infinite Goodneſs, in accept- 
"Is them. Were we capable of Services never ſo no- 
die and excellent, or of Praiſes never ſo high and ex- 
alted; could we exceed the Angels themſelves as far 


 Fention, in the Sovereign 


Miſeries wrapp'd up in that Wo? 
*elſo to them when I depart from them. 
Obſer⸗ 
Train of Wonders have been obtain'd or ſecur d, will 
Hoon be wreſted from ſuch Deſpiſers of them: Yea, 
even the common Mercies and Enjoyments of Life. 
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= they do us, it would ftill be a very great Conde- 
of the Univerſe, to take 
Notice of us. Now, if his wonderful Works deſerve 
$ highly to be celebrated, thoſe who forget and are 
mmindful of em, muſt fall under the Charge, either 
@f Brutiſh Stupidity and Inconſiderateneſs, or of Hel- 
Ah Diſaffection to the Government of God in the 
World. It is (I ſay) an Argument of a very thought - 


leſs and vain, or a very hard and unbelieving, or a 
very Spirit, for Men to make 


tkery perverſe and 4 e 
Acht of the Wonders of Providence. eAtheiſm is 
generally the Cauſe, and all manner of Immoralities 
the curſed Attendants oFfuch Ingratitude. It is a very 
kainous Crime to break God's Law, conſidering it 
ly as an Affront to his Majeſty 


but much more ſo 


W offend in ſpite of his Mercy; eſpecially when it 


Appears in an extraordinary Manner, in working won- 


derful Salvations for us: To deſpiſe theſe is to pour 


Contempt upon Goodneſs it ſelf; than which nothing 
gan be conceiv'd more baſe and deteſtable. As there 
i ſo much Sin and Provecation, | 


2. There muſt be very great Danger in Forgetting the* , 


W orks and Wonders of God. What can be expected 
but that God ſhould depart from ſuch a People, as are 


regardleſs of Him, and of all that he has done on 


their behalf? And who can pretend to unfold the 
Hoſea ix. 12. Wo 


All thoſe Privileges, Sacred or civil, which, by a 


Jhall be taken from thoſe who are unmindful of God 
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in them. Hoſ. 11. 8, 9. For ſhe did not know that F gave 2 


her Corn, and Wine, and Oyl, and multiplied her Silver iz x4 


and her Gold, which they prepared for Baal; therefore 
will I return, and take away my Corn in the Time 
thereof, RKG. FC ͤ $/Tr Is 8 i 

Or if the Ingratitude of a Nation does not immedi- 
ately bring ſuch a Diſtreſs upon them; if there be not 
a ſudden Seizure of forfeited Mercies, it is a yet more 
dreadful Judgment to be given up to a Spirit of Ero- 


faneneſs and Impiety; as tis ſaid of 1/rael, when, they ; 


would not honour and obey the God that brought them *%*S 
up out of the Land of Egypt; He left them to thein * 7 
ewn Sins and Follies. Pſal. Ixxxi. 11, 12. e My Pe- 
le would not hearken to my Voice, and Iſrael would none 
of me. So I gave them up unto their own Hearts Luft, and 
they walked in their own Counſels, Tho” at the tame 
time we read of the amazing Compaſſion and Concern 
of the Great God, when the) had thus forc'd him to 
abandon them, Yer. 13. O that my People had heark- 
en'd unto me ! &C. 8 
Hence it is that Judgment is not ſpeedily executed. 
but, when it does come, it is the more Terrible and 
Univerſal. Witneſs that Paſſage in the II Kings xvii. 
when Iſrael would neither be affected by the Word 
tor the Works of the Lord, (as you may ſee in the 
Zth and 13th Verſes) then (as it follows in the 1 8th 
Verſe) The Lord was very angry with Iſrael, and remo- 
ved them out of his Sight; there was none left but the 
Tribe of Judah only. eAlſo Judah kept not the Com- 
mandments of the Lord their gd And the Lord 
rejected all the Seed of Iſrael, and afflicted them, and 
delivered them into the Hand of Spoilers, until he had 
caſt them out of his fight, And who, that ſeriouſly 
conſiders theſe things, will not conclude, that it is a 


God, and his Wonders that he has ſhewed them ? 
IV. It now remains that I make Application, And 
I doubt not but you are before-hand with me fe 
. | Þ} 
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doing it. What is here ſaid is ſo ſuitable to the 


1 reſent Unhappy Temper of this Nation, that had 
Pere been no ſuch Words in our Bibles, we could 
"not look into the World without expreſſing our ſelves 


a ſome ſuch Language as this: Notwithſtanding 
all the great things God has done for us, yet we 
& have forgot his Works, and his Wonders that he has 
ky ſhewed us. 5 
The Two GREAT INSTAN CES of God's won- 


1 


erful Appearing for us, as on this Day, which one 


would think ſhould make it a Day to be remembred, 


in zs long as there is any Regard to the Proteſtant Reli- 


gon and the Liberties of England, are yet both of 
em ſtrangely forgot by us : Some denying and deſpi- 
ig them; others leſſening and making a light matter 

them ; and few, very few acknowledging the Great 

God in them, or anſwering the Obligations they are 
laid under by them, as they ought to do. 

That ſuch Deliverances are to be reckoned among 


the Works of God, a Review of what was offered 


under the firſt General Head will abundantly 
prove. All thoſe things which ſhould fix Mens 
Ta on God, as the Author and Director of any 
Hignal Events in the World, do concur in the preſent 


Caſe. 


1. Here is a Deliverance 
elf. If the Redeeming Jſrael from Egyptian Slavery 


a 20 Bondage, was ſo Great a Work of God, as to be 


dad in Remembrance throughout all Generations; 
the Deliverance of theſe Lands from Popiſh Slavery 
_ and Barbarities ſhould never be thought a ſmall and 
_ Inconfiderable Matter. The Pſalmiſt, no doubt, had 
Ye liv'd in our Day, would have reproach'd the 
&-2/iſh Nation, as he here does the Fewiſh, with the 
me provoking Ingratitude and Forgetfulneſs. The 
Pride and Hardneſs of Pharaoh's Heart, has been eve- 
iy way outdone by the Popes of Rome. His moſt un- 


* if xeatonable Impoſitions were nothing to thoſe of Po- 


Great and Eminent in it 


CC 
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ey; nor did the ſevereſt Edicts of that Prince, or tie f 


Cruelties of all the Task-maſters in Egypt, come an 4 


thing near the Spirit of the Romaniſts ; by whom, no 


only the Blood of Infants, but of all forts of Perſong 
of every Age, Sex, Quality, and Condition, the bef 
Blood in the World, has been continually ſhed. The 
throwing Perſons into a River, as the Hebrew Infant 
were deſtroy'd, was very great Kindneſs and Mercy 
compar'd with the innumerable Tortures of the Inqui. 
ſition, and the French Perſccutions, and even thoſe o 
our own Book of Martyrs. „„ 
This Day ought therefore to be obſerved as : 
ſtanding Anniverſary Memorial of our Deliverance 
from Popery : that is, in ſhort, from the greateſ 
Miſeries that can come upon a People; namely, N 
- cruel Deaths, or a Life worſe than Death, togethe 
with ſomething under the Name of Religion, that i: 
_ Till worſe than all the reſt. To be deliver'd fron 
Men whoſe tendereſt Mercies are Cruelty ; and t 
be reſcu'd from a Power that has always triumph, 


either in the Slavery or the Slaughter of all thoſe ove: 4 
whom it has prevail'd; and does fo much tend to the MF 


future Deſtruction and Loſs of the Soul, as well as t. 
/ preſent Miſery ; ſhould always be look'd upon as 
8 very ſignal and eminent Mercy, and as ſuch ought 
» Wholly to be aſcrib'd to God. But then, 
2. The Way and Method by which we have been $8 
ſav'd and deliver'd, once and again, as on this very 1 
Day, ought further to be look'd upon as the wonder- 4* 
ful Work of God. 1 85 
The Powder Plot, which was diſcover'd on the Vt 
of November, 1605. was in it ſelf ſo prodigiouſy & 
Wicked a Contrivance, and the preventing its taking ws 
Effect fo great and ſeaſonable a Mercy, that it was 74 
then the Language of the whole Nation, Can this 
* thy Goodneſs, O Lord, be forgotten, worthy to 
„be writ in a Pillar of Marble, that we may eve! 3 
© remember to praiſe thee for the ſame , as the Fat 
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is worthy a laſting Monument, that Men may 
learn to deteſt it *. N 

The common Accounts of this Matter, I know, 
have been rejected by ſome, and queſtion'd by others. 
And no wonder if the Papiſts, or thoſe who are Fa- 
urers of them, would be glad to have ſo odious 
and ſhocking a Villany conceald, or diſprov'd. The 
Fact however cannot be deny'd; that there were 
thirty {ix Barrels of Gun- powder laid under the Par- 
lament-Houſe ; that the Foundation-Wall was hol- 
low'd quite thorough, and a conſiderable Quantity 
af Powder laid juſt under the Throne; that All this 
was done with the utmoſt Diligence and Secrely ; 
and that All who were concern'd in it were noted Pa- 
paſts : And I may add, that this was not the firſt 
thing of that nature the Papiſts had done ; the Father 
of this very King, whoſe Life was thus to have been 
taken away, was murder'd, and the Houſe where he 
was, blown up, after ſuch a manner. All our Re- 
cords and Hiſtories, and the Confeflions of the Cri- 


- mnals themſelves, muſt be deſtroy'd and taken from 


us, before theſe things can be contradicted. But it 
pretended, that ſome of the Court were in the Se- 
chet, and knew the whole Proceſs of it, before it was 
pablickly diſcover'd : Which, if it be allow'd, will 
indeed take off the Wonder of that ſtrange and ſur- 
drizing Diſcovery which is {aid to have been made 
by the Lord Mounteaole's Letter; and fo in the Man- 
mer of this Plot's being prevented, we do not ſo well 
know how to aſcribe it to God. But this Suſpicion ſeems 
to be wholly ground leſs, except we can ſuppoſe that 
they who compos'd the Form of Thankſgiving on that 
Qccaſion were as much 1mpos'd upon as our ſelves, who 
ave put in theſe very Words: © From their Unnatu- 
ral Conſpiracy---not our Foreſight, but thy Providence 
1 hath delivered us. However this be, yet ſtill we 


— 


'* See the Formof Thankſgiving compoſed 9% that Oceafion, he 
bw 


| dinary Pretenſions to Submiſſion and Obedience ſoon 
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ſee what ſuch as were employed in this Affair had 
done, and were ready to do; and by all the Step 
that were taken previous hereto , as well as conſe. 
quent hereupon ||, we find that it was highly agree. 
able to the Principles and Doctrines of the Church of 
Rome. And if by this means Popery was to be ren- 
der'd Infamous and Deteſtable to all ſucceeding Ge- 
nerations, we will admire it as a Wonder of Provi. 
dence, thus to root out a Party that were reſtleſly 
contriving to deſtroy all others. | "= 
To proceed: The Method of our being Delivered 
a ſecond time at the late Glorious REVOLUTION, 
will, beyond diſpute, appear to be the Work of Gol. 
The mfatuating and bearing down the oppoſite Pow: 
ers; the Strength, Aſſiſtance and Sueceſs given ty 
thoſe who were engag'd in the Deſigns of Heaven; 
and the managing viſible Cauſes ſo as to make theſ: 
conſpire to bring about the ſame End, are all Won- 
ders of a Supreme Agent. 
One way, in which God ſhew'd himſelf our Deli. 
verer, was, by turning into Foolithneſs the Counſeb 
of thoſe that were contriving our Ruin. Then it 
was that the Doctrines of Paſſive Obedience and 
Non: reſiſtance were carried to a Height, that hal 
never been known before in England. Such extrao- *$ 


* ftretch'd the Prerogative beyond the Laws and the Þ 
Conſtitution ; and fo exalted and over-heated wa 
the prevailing Party with theſe Notions, that they 
thought to have carried all before em with a High 
Hand, and with open Violence. — 
To this was owing the lawleſs and mercileſs Pro- 
ceedings of the Lord Chancellor Jefferyes in the Weſt if 


rr ny 


7 See a late Pampblet entitld, A Memorial to Proteſtants on 
the 5th of November. In a Letter to a Peer of Great Britain. 

ll. Such as the open Confeſſions of the Criminals, and the ir glory 

ing in what they had done, at their Execution. The Canonizing 

theſe Conſpirators for Saints and Martyrs at Rome, &c. | 


Eng 
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? had Ewoland. Which, being, as one obſerves, an open 
Step Wt of Hoſtility to all Law, might more juſtly be 
onſe. Ad his Campaign, than his Circuit. Upon this it 
agree. Was that the Modelling, as they call'd it, the For- 
rch © C5 in Ireland was undertaken ; when both Officers 
e rer. (md Soldiers that were Proteſtants, were disbanded 
1g Ge. WO make room for Papiſts ; and no Allowance made 
Prov. thoſe that had been at the greateſt Expence to pur- 
ſbleil, Shaſe their Commands. And this it was that encou- 
= d the Attempt of keeping upa Standing Army here 
ivered MEnglaud in Time of Peace, diifolving the Parliament 
ION that would not comply with fo unreaſonable a De- 
FC nd. Thoſe Judges that would not fall in with 
} Ig tho Meaſures and Opinions of the Court, were re- 
ven d, to make way for thoſe that would. An Eccle- 
aven: | aſtical Commiſſion was ſet up; one Biſhop ſuſpend- 
> theſt MW, andothers committed to the Tower. The known 
Won. vs and Rights of Cities, Corporations and Parlia- 
lents, were broken in upon. And all this owing to 
- Deli. the Notions of Abſolute Power, and the preaching 
_—_ of Abſolute Obedience. By ſuch forward and un- 
N ſtifiable Proceedings the Nation was alarm'd, and 
e and We Proteſtants of all Perſvaſions ſo united, and the 
at had Pourt Projects and Deſigns ſo entirely blaſted and 
rar. feated, as that the over-ruling Providence of God 
e ſor Was evidently manifeſted in the whole Matter. 
ad the 1 This will further appear, if we conſider the ſtrange , 
d wa; fatuation that was upon the Councils of Rome and 
t they Frnce, as well as England, at the ſame time. Upon 
Hieb Trifle the Pope now breaks with the French King, 
en Fuch cruel Perſecutions were then alſo prevailing, as 
G pro Bd Men every where with the greateſt Terror of 
Weſt i © opith Power, and Abhorrence of Popiſh Principles, 
_ = nd this, more than any thing elſe, awaker'd the Pro- 
ants on Feftavts to look to themſelves, and do their utmoſt 
an. For their own Security. 
log he lnfatuation of the French at that Juncture will 


Eng- 


has 


more particularly appear from this plain Narrative. 


7 Cz «© The 


' 
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* The French King having an Account of the Deſigr 
7 of the Prince of Orange to make a Deſcent up 

c 
Author, he could then have done a thouſant 
Ways) he writes to Barillon, then his Amballady 
in England, to know in what Condition King Fame 
was to oppoſe the Prince's Forces. He, being 
Foreigner, and judging only by outward Appear. 
ances, repreſents the Army of King James as ſuff. 
ciently powerful to reſiſt what Force the Prince o 
Orange could bring. Whereupon, the French Kang 
* believing that the Engliſh and Dutch would by thi 
means weaken one another, and leave a fair Gam: 
for him the next Year againſt the Emperor and 
Flanders; and to take away all Apprehenſion fron 
the Dutch of their needing an Army in their ow! 
Defence, and to give all Encouragement to ther 
Deſign upon England; He draws all his Troop 
from the Side of Flanders, and falls upon Philip. 
burgh : which Army if he had march'd toward: 
the Spaniſh Netherlands, the Dutch durſt not have 
tran{ported a Man, and the whole Deſign of the 


ec 


* during all the Preparations in Holland ſo little wis 


Ie done, or thought of, to hinder or provide again 


* them. Shall we not then ſay, that ſurely it was 


of God, thus to make the miſtaken Councils of out 


Enemies, help on our Deliverance ? 
On the other hand, the amazing Succeſs of thoſe 
who were engag'd in the Deſigns of Heaven, and 


the conſpiring of viſible Cauſes to accompliſh thee, 


does farther declare it to be the Work of God. The 
PRINCE OF ORANGE was the Perſon that God raiſed 
up to be our Deliverer ; who, by the ready and ge- 
nerous Aſſiſtance of the States of the United Provn- 
ces, was provided with all things neceſſary for ſuch 
an Expedition. At firſt, *tis true, the Winds and 
Waves oppos d the Deſign, as not having receiv'd Ir: 

; 1 N fruction: 


England; inſtead of preventing it (which, ſays my - 


Deſcent had been at an End. Hence it was, that 
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feſien Aructions from their Great Sovereign, how they 
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mould Blow and move on this Occaſion : or elſe 


being thus commanded for a while, further to try, 


and ſhew us the Temper of our Oppreſſors, as alſo 
the more to prepare us for the deſigned Mercy, by 


Sref&ing Mens Thoughts and Prayers to Him, who 
*ould bring all the Powers of Nature into the Confe- 


deracy : For thus it preſently was ; the Winds and 
the Seas underſtood the Signal from above, and 
Help'd to bring about our Salvation. 

No ſooner was the Prince and his Forces landed, 


But the Hearts of all Men , which are alſo in the 


Hands of God, united in- a. The Nobility, the 
Gity, yea even a part of the Army it ſelf, fell in with 


the Prince. The Popiſh Party, notwithſtanding all that 
Boldneſs and Reſolution with which they had acted 


before, were now ſtruck with the greateſt Terror, 
and put to the moſt indecent Shifts. Thoſe Men 
now ſhamefully quit the Service of their King, by 
whoſe Counſels and Proceedings things were brought 
to this paſs. And the King himſelf withdraws from 
an Army that, in all probability, might have been a 
Security to him, if he durſt have depended there- 


upon. So that now thoſe Forces which were every v, 


way provided for a vigorous Oppoſition, durſt not 


make a Stand; but reſign'd without Blood or Fight- 


Ing what-ever was demanded of them. So ſtrange a 


Turn upon Mens Spirits, ſinking one fide with Fear, 
and inſpiring the other with Courage, and that in ſo 
ſadden and ſurprizing a Manner, has always been a 
Wonder aſcrib'd to God. So that from all theſe 
things, in the Way and Method of our Deliverance 
being firſt brought about, in that memorable Year 
2688. it certainly challenges a Place among the moſt 
ean{1derable Works of God in theſe Nations, and the 
Wonders that he hath ſhewed us. But then further, 
3. If we conſider the very great Conſequences of this, 


2 will much more appear to be of God. England be- 
8 | ing 


* 
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ing ſo far reſcu'd, in the Gompaſs of about thre Þ 
Months, from the moſt threatning Dangers, and ad. 3 
yanc'd to a State of Safety and Honour ; One great H. 
vent was ſtill followed and ſupported by Another, til! 
we were deliver'd from all our Oppreſſions, and from 
all our Fears. Kino WII IIA u and Query, 
Manx being ſeated on the Throne; - by Acts ot 
Goodneſs or of Power, they ſtill went on ta ſubdue 


our Enemies, and to make us happy. The Commo- 


tions in Scotland were preſently laid; and the Force 
of Kine James in Ireland intirely routed; not wit li 
ſtanding their very great Strength and Intereſt in 
that Kingdom. The famous Battle of the Boyn will 
immortalize the Honour of the Conqueror; as we 
as the Diſgrace of the vanquith'd ; who fo eaſily quit- 
ted an advantagious Poſt, and fled i in the moſt ſhame: 
ful Manner as far as the Sea would permit *em ; tho 
at the ſame time three Kingdoms lay at ſtake, and 
muſt be given up beyond the leaſt Hope of — 
TRUE RELIGION was all this while great 
concern'd ; and by this happy Turn of Affairs great!) 


promoted. The Superſtition and Idolatry of Row 


was baniſh'd; and the more rational and 2, 


# Worſhip of God, in and through the one and on! 


Mediator Jeſus Chriſt, ſettled and encourag'd avail 
among us. All valuable Privileges were reſtor'd, an! 


made more ſure to us than ever. Many ws aud 7 


good Laws were made for the Reformation of our 


Land, and the more effectually preſerving us fron 
Popery for the future. Foreign Courts and Prince: Id 


were jom'd to us in very ſtrong and honourable All 
ances : Trade encreas'd, the City proſper'd ; the 
Country every where abounded with Bleflings. Ang in 


our Enemies faw themſelves continually dilappoint 


ed in all their Attempts, to Aſſaſſinate our Prince, vi 
mvade our Land, or any way to break in upon us. . 
Popiſh Pretender to the Crown of England was abjur 
andexcluded, A Proteſtant Succetlor agreed up" @ 
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ed I Parliament: And the Right ſecur'd by all poſſible 
ad. Ways and Means, in the Illuſtrious Hovse of HAN- 


18 


110 


mo- 


rc fnce we are told by many of the conforming Clergy, 
vith- if at the Church of England never perſecuted ; but 
ſt m ng the Troubles of the Dillenters were always. ow- 
will ig to the Papiſts; we ſhould eſpecially rejoice in e- 
wel ery Inſtance of the Popiſh Power and Intereſt being 
qu. weaken'd among us. | 
ame In ſhort, all the Glories and Succeſſes of the Par- 
3 tho gant REION; all that we now poſſeſs; and all the 
„ il Weffings that we may reaſonably promiſe our ſelves 
over) fm thoſe that {hall come after, are to be looked 


reatly on as ſpringing from, and ariſing out of, the Re- 
reat) Wlution. | 

Ro | | | 

iptural From hence then let us proceed to confider a little 


d on w far it may be {aid of us, that We have forgot theſe 
Hagan Works and Wonders of God. Thoſe who have any 
*d, al! thing of Acquaintance and Converſation in the 
iſe a World, may very eafily enlarge upon this Head. 
of ou The Generality of People are thoughtleſs and inad- 
is {con fertent, and content themſelves with a very ſmall 
Princes formation in theſe Matters: And ſo are eafily car- 
dle All. Red away by the Noiſe and Confidence of thoſe who 
1; i ke it into their Heads to be ſome Great ones; and 
s. A Worder thereto, will not ſtick to aſperſe as od:ous 
apps Wd juſtifiable, the Neceſſary Means of all our Hap- 
rince, Ineſs. Hence it is, that Mercies ſo Great as thoſe 
on us. Ye have been ſpeaking of, are fo much run down by 
s ab)i!'- me, and diftegarded by others amongſt us. Hear, 
eed up Heavens! and be aſtoniſi d, O Earth! ns * 21 
| ou 


ſhould thus Save from Priſons, and Fires, and Perſici. 
tions; from Slavery and the greateſt Miſery; and yet 
Men ſhould baſely deny his Benefits, and rebel again 
him! | | 

The Atheiſm and Profaneneſs of the preſent Age i; 
alſo notorious ; ſo that the Providence of God, and 


the Intereſt of Religion are things ſeldom thought of, 


what-ever Occaſions may offer themſelves for {uct 
Contemplations. Were but the Knowledge and Poli. 
tics of ſome Men amongſt us accompanied with a Spi. 
rit of Seriouſneſs and true Piety, how happy mich 
they make us? But alaſs! The Name of the great 
God is Blaſphem'd, his Worſhip negletted, his Bene: 
fits diſown'd, or diſſembled, or aſcrib'd to Inftru- 
ments and viſible Cauſes ; and thus God is forgot not: 
withſtanding all his wonderful Works = 
Vea further, as to many of thoſe, who may ſeen 
more zealous for the Worſhip of God, and are mor: 
frequent at their Devotions ; yet in their Tempe: 
and Behaviour they ſeem no way concern'd to anſwef 
the Obligations which public Deliverances have laid 
dem under. The ſame Vices that occaſion'd forme: 
Calamities are ſtill prevailing; nay, in ſome Re- 
ſpects worſe than ever. GD 
Men forget that it has always been the Way of tht 


« , Papiſts to propagate Immoralities and Profaneneſ: 


That ſo when a People once come to have 20 Relig! 
on of their own, they may be ready to receive wh. 
ever 1hall be impos'd by others. 

We have ſhamefully forgot thoſe, to whom, * 
Inſtruments under God, we owe the greateſt Honour 
and Reſpect, and whoſe Memory, yea whoſe very D. 
ſhould be precious to us. We have forgot that to 


live in Peace and Unity among our ſelves, was a Re. if 


turn that we then promis'd to make, if it ſhould 


pleaſe God to deliver us from common Ruin. Th: W 
Good Temper of Mind which prevail'd juſt upon 8 1 


Surprize of a Deliverance is ſadly worn off; an 
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221 Sermon preach'd on Nov. 5. 25 


PIP „** » 


Men have forgot their Expreſſions and Reſolutions 
n the Day of their Calamity. | 


There is one Inſtance of this, which I beg Leave a 


little more fully to conſider, and that is forgetting 
the good Temper and good Inclinations that were ſhewn 
tawards the Diſſemers juſt before the Revolution. 


When the Church of England profeſs'd a Readineſs 


to come to a Temper with them; and from every Quar- 
very kind and favourable Promiſes were made to 


them. I'll very briefly ſet this Caſe to view, (which 


a preſent is ſo much miſrepreſented, and out of 
ind) and then let our very Enemies judge whether 
ke Treatment, the Diſſenters have of late met with, 


I ſuitable to the Obligatious of that Common Deli- 


gerance we now commemorate, or the Profeſſions of 


Priendſhip that were then made towards us. 


When King James granted the Declaration for Li- 
berty of Conſcience, the Adviſers of it promis'd them- 
{elves to ſerve theſe two Ends by it; to obtain a Li- 
ty of their Religion for the Papiſts, and to make 

of it as a Means to engage the Proteſtant Diſſen- 
tit in the Intereſt of the Court. And indeed it was 
tighly probable that thoſe who had for ſo long been 


_ Igrraſs'd and proſecuted as the Diſſenters had been, 


of the 
1enels! 
Relig 
> what: 


om, % 
J oNOU! 


em: 


ſhould rejoice with too forward and uncautious a Joy 


upon ſuch unexpected Favour ; and be drawn there- 
by into a Subſerviency to ſome ill Deſigns. Hence 


was that the Earl of Melfort in his Letter to the 
resbyterian Miniſters, writ by his Majeſty's Command, 
2 them in mind of their former Hardſhips to en- 
mance preſent Favours: He tells them that the King 


pa taken away the Proteſtant Penal Statutes lying on 
And herein had walked contrary, not only to other 
lic Kings, but alſo in a way different from Pro- 
tant Kings, who had gone before him: Whoſe Maxim 
Is he goes on) was, to undo you by Fining, Confining, 
4 taking away your Eſtates; and ro haraſs you in 


Nur Perſons, Liberties and Privileges. In ſuch a 


D | manner 


wa 
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manner as this were ſeveral Pamphlets then writ, on W 
purpoſe to exaſperate the Spit its of the poor Diſſen. 
ters, againſt thoſe, whom they ſhould- hereby be led 
to conceive the Promoters of their Calamities.”: 
But tho' there might be an Inſtance. or two of ſuch 
a8 were tranſported witli the © pportunities of going 
to Court, the whole Project was'diſcern'd and expo 1 
by others, and quite faiFd of its Sueceſs. Whatever «x 
provocat ions they might have from the Uſage: they 
had formerly met with; or whatever Miſtakes ſuch 
A Liberty of Conſcience might be likely to lead then 
into, yet I find an Apologiſt for the Church of 'Englani 
witneſſing thus much on the behalf of the Diſſenten 
ee t cannot be deny d but the ſeveral Bodies of thi 
% Diſſenters have behav'd themſelves of late lik: 
ce Men that underſtood too well the true Intereſt a 
t the Proteſtant Religion, and of the EngliſhGover:. 
66 ment, to ſacrifice the whole, and themſelves i 
80 Concluſion, to their private Reſentments. An 
afterwards we have another very material Patfage « 
the fame Author: When the Parliament met thi 
£ condemn'd' the Declaration for Liberty of Con. 
£ {cience, the Members of the Houſe of Common 
(66 that either, were Diſſenters or favour'd them, b. f 
50 hav'd themſelves ſo worthily in concurring wit Þ 
ce thoſe of the Church of England for ſtifling the T6 
£ Jeration, that they choſe rather to loſe 0 Bene 
6e fit of it, than to open a Breach at which Popen 
< ſhould come in. 
To add a Teſtimony yet greater on our Side, i 
| Nands recorded in the Journal of the Houſe of Lord 
** In the laſt and greateſt Danger the Church was ez 
© bos d to, they (the Diſſenters) join'd with he! al 
with all imaginable Zeal and Sincerity, againſt th! th 
« Papiſts their common Enemies: ſhewing no Pre N 
4 4 judice to the Church, but the utmoſt Reſpect u N 
ec her Biſhops when ſent to the Tower; and that ev! F 
« * fince they have continued to ſhew all the Signs" 4 
2 | by Friend 
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Ergendſhip and Submiffion to the Governments, 
RT TOLL BER, 
Tul only mention one thing more that was fpdker! 
with a Spirit of Prophecy, by one of the beſt and 
Hef Writers at the Revolution, vi.“ Twillboldly 


iy this, chat if the Church of England, after the 


nas got out of this, Storm, will return to hearken to 
the Peeviſhnefs of ſome ſour Mey, The will be aban- 
don'ꝭd both of God and Men, and will ſet both 
Heaven and Earth againſt her 1 
here is a great deal of difference betwixt this 
emper, and that which now ſhows it ſelf towards us. 
But inftead of making our ſelves uneaſy with 
Thoughts of this nature, let us rather humble” our 
Mues that we have 7mprov'd onr Liberty, and our Op- 
portunities of Worſhip no better; And let us be en- 
ed for the future to apply our ſelves more in good 
wincſt to the Things that concern our everlaſting 
Felfare ; and then we need not be greatly concern'd 
ut our Treatment in this World, Whatever o- 
ers do, let us ſee to it on our part that we forget not 
Gs Benefits, nor the Obligations which are laid up- 
us. Let paſt Peliverances encourage our future 
Truſt, our Love and our Obedience; and ſtill let us 
Value the Ornament of a meek and quiet Spirit, which ts 
the fight of God of Great Price, 1 Pet. iii. 4. And 


God has graciouſly ſecur'd your Eſtates and Trades 


from the Aſſaults of Violence and Oppreſſion, re- 
member to honour him with theſe : To do good and to 
Communicate forget not, for with ſuch Sacrifices God is 
we/ plead. Be ſure to talk of theſe things, and tell 
ef them before your Children and Families, that they 
allo may know their Mercies, and be inſtructed in 
Weir Duty. In a word, let it be our Care, that true 
Nety and Holineſs may thrive among us : That we 
may not content our ſelves to profeſs the Reformed 
Religion of Proteſtants ; but may practiſe it and improve 
ill Primitive Chriſtianity be again reſtor'd, if we 

| might 
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might ever hope to ſee ſuch a Blefling ; however ti 


Pat enct has had ts perfect Work, and we are fit fo 
tlie Promiſed Reward, 


4. From what was ſuid under the third General Head 


than for any i iate Proſperity, and flouriſhin 
State of Religion in theſe Nations. Whoever { 
rioully. conſiders the Evil and Danger of forgettin; 


we have much more reaſon 1 look for Calamitie; 


the Remarkable Providences and Works of God, au 


then obſerves the common prevailing Temper of th 
reſent. Age, will ſee, I am perſwaded, abundar 
eaf n to be afraid of the Divine Diſpleaſure. I wil 
there was not ſo much proof of its being already gor: 
out againſt us, as there is in one dreadful Inſtance : 
leaſt; 1 mean, Mens being left to their own Hear 


Luſts and Follies. - But ſo far are we gone in this Re 


ſpect, that, if timely Repentance does not prever: 
we may well fear that Deftruttion which is threaten' “! 
as conſequent hereupon. And could one hope th: 
any. thing ſhould excite a perverſe and thoughtle 
Generation to Conſideration and Gratitude, th: 
Scripture ſurely ſhould do it, which therefore I r: 
ſerv d to leave with you at the Cloſe of this Diſcourl: 
Pſalm xxviui. 5. Becauſe they regard not the Mor. 
the Lord, nor the Operation of his Hands, he ſhall d 


ſt roy them, and not build them up. 


{ 


God. 
fit fo 


| Head 
ities 
iriſhin 
wer ſe. 


ſcourſ 
Vorks « 
ſhall « 


